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Grade 7 
 
Geography and Area Studies - This yearlong global geography course combines the physical, 
economic, political and social aspects of geography. The course will help develop students’ skills 
as geographers by using an inquiry based approach to learning about human-environment 
interaction and how this has changed over time. Through geographic inquiry, students are 
provided opportunities to collect information and consider a range of viewpoints about human-
environment interaction relationships and then synthesize this information to construct their own 
understanding. This understanding will assist students in making sense of an increasingly 
complex world and help develop a tolerance to the differences inherent in our global society. 
Spatial understandings of the world enable students of geography to build the skills for 
implementing appropriate local, national, regional and global action in a complex and 
interdependent world. 
 
Students will focus their studies around the themes of geography as well as the national 
geography standards. Additionally, students will apply the Alaska Standards for Literacy in 
History/Social Studies through the completion of a research project using both primary and 
secondary sources. 
 
Grade 8 
 
Early U.S. History - This year-long course will focus on foundations of United States history 
from pre-colonization to settlement, into the revolution and creation of our nation, westward 
expansion/reform and ultimately leading through the Civil War. Students will begin critically 
thinking as historians by developing research skills and evaluating primary and secondary 
sources. This course will explore the integration of historical periods and lay a foundation to 
build on into their high school years.  Additionally, students will apply the Alaska Standards for 
Literacy in History/Social Studies through the completion of a research project using both 
primary and secondary sources. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL OVERVIEW 
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SECONDARY 
These objectives are fostered and reinforced on every suitable occasion throughout 

the 7-12 curriculum. Mastery is not assigned to a specific course. 
 
 
SOCIAL/CIVIC DEVELOPMENT 
AND GOVERNMENT 
 

• Identify major beliefs that are the basis for legal 
and political institutions. (G/C.A.1-3; G/C.B.1-9) 

• Participate as active citizens in the classroom, 
school, community and global society.       (G/C.C.1-
2, 6-7; C/G.E.1-7) 

• Critically evaluate current issues and public 
policies to develop and express informed opinions. 
(H.D.2, 6; G/C.E.3, 6-7; CS.A.6-7; CS.E.8) 

• Apply democratic principles to problem solving 
and decision-making. (G/C.A.2; G/C.B.1, 8-9) 

 
GEOGRAPHY 
 

• Explain the impact of geography on historic events 
using the five themes of location, place, region, 
movement and human/environment interaction. 
(GY.D.1-5; GY.F.1-2) 

• Understand how the nation’s unique geographic 
features have shaped our political, economic and 
social development. (GY.B.1; GY.D.1-5; GY.F.1-2, 5) 

 
ECONOMICS 
 

• Apply economic concepts to describe historic 
events. (H.B.2; H.D.6; G/C.F.1-10; G/C.G.1) 

• Understand the economic incentives and economic 
forces that shape our daily lives. (G/C.F.1-10) 

• Understand the role and the impact of government 
in a market economy. (G/C.F.1, 6, 8-9) 

 

HISTORY 
 

• Place major world and American events in 
chronological sequence and in time periods.   
(H.A.1, 7; H.B.2; H.C.1) 

• Identify the causes and effects of major U.S. 
historical events and place these events in 
chronological order. (H.A.1, 7-8; H.B.1-2, 4-5; H.C.2-3) 

• Identify connections and parallels between current 
and historic events. (H.A.8-9; H.B.5; H.C.4) 

• Utilize primary sources to evaluate historical 
interpretations. (H.C.1-2) 

• Recognize the forces that lead to conflict, war, 
revolution and change. (H.B.1) 

 
CULTURAL STUDIES 
 

• Identify needs and experiences common to all 
people. (GY.B.3; GY.D.1-2; CS.B.1) 

• Demonstrate a knowledge of differences in people 
and cultures and their impact on our world.   
(CS.B.1-2; CS.C.4; CS.E.1, 8) 

• Describe the influences of cultural diversity and 
assimilation in shaping present U.S. society. 
(G/C.B.2-3; CS.E.1, 4-7) 

 
ALASKA STUDIES 
 

• Understand the role Alaska has played in 
American and world history.                      
(AH.CC.5-6; AH.ICGP.8, 10, 12; AH.PPE.4, 7; H.A.1, 5-9) 

• Understand the role and influence of Alaska’s 
resources in the global economy.              
(AH.CPD.5; G/C.F.9-10) 

• Demonstrate an appreciation and respect for the 
diverse cultures of Alaska.                        
(AH.ICGP.8, 10; AH.PPE.7; CS.B.1; CS.E.7-8) 

 
 
 

ONGOING LEARNER GOALS ONGOING LEARNER GOALS 



Fairbanks North Star Borough School District  Grade 7 Social Studies 
Social Studies Curriculum  Adopted: April 16, 2013 
 

46 

GRADE 7 SOCIAL STUDIES 

Grades: 7 
Overview: Geography and Area Studies - This year-long global geography course combines the physical, economic, political and social aspects 
of geography. The course will help develop students’ skills as geographers by using an inquiry based approach to learning about human-
environment interaction and how this has changed over time. Through geographic inquiry, students are provided opportunities to collect 
information and consider a range of viewpoints about human-environment interaction relationships and then synthesize this information to 
construct their own understanding. This understanding will assist students in making sense of an increasingly complex world and help develop a 
tolerance to the differences inherent in our global society. Spatial understandings of the world enable students of geography to build the skills for 
implementing appropriate local, national, regional and global action in a complex and interdependent world. 
 

Students will focus their studies around the themes of geography as well as the National Geography standards. Additionally, students will apply 
the Alaska Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies through the completion of a research project using both primary and secondary 
sources. 

Length: Two Semesters 

Prerequisites: None 

Suggested 
Units 

Standards/  
NCSS Themes 

Essential 
Learnings 

Essential 
Vocabulary 

and Concepts 
Suggested Content Objectives to Support Essential Learnings 

Reading 
 

Throughout the 
entire course. 

Alaska Reading 
Standards for 

Literacy in 
History and 

Social Studies 
 

 

• Students will 
read for 
understanding 
and to construct 
historical 
meaning. 

• primary source 
• secondary source 
• compare/contrast 
• cause/effect 
• central idea 
• bias/point of view 
 

• Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
• Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary 

of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 
• Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill 

becomes a law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 
• Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to 

domains related to history/social studies. 
• Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or 

avoidance of particular facts). 
• Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

Writing 
 

Throughout the 
entire course. 

Alaska Writing 
Standards for 

Literacy in 
History and 

Social Studies 
 

 

• Students will 
produce clear 
and coherent 
writing, to 
include a strong 
thesis statement 
and supporting 
historical 
evidence. 
 

• thesis/claim 
• formal voice 
• supporting fact 
 

• Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 
• Write a thesis statement: introduce precise claim/thesis and create an organization that establishes a clear 

relationship between the claim and support/reasoning. 
• Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations or other information and 

examples. 
• Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationship among ideas and 

concepts. 
• Use precise vocabulary and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
• Establish and maintain a formal style. 
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 
• With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 

planning, revising, editing, rewriting or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and 
audience have been addressed. 
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Suggested 
Units 

Standards/  
NCSS Themes 

Essential 
Learnings 

Essential 
Vocabulary 

and Concepts 
Suggested Content Objectives to Support Essential Learnings 

Research  
 

Throughout the 
entire course. 

Alaska Writing 
Standards for 

Literacy in History 
and Social Studies 

 

 

• Students will 
conduct research to 
answer a question 
or solve a problem.  

• plagiarism 
• citation 
• reliable source 
 

• Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several 
sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

• Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively. 
• Assess the credibility and accuracy of each source. 
• Quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format 

for citation. 

Units of 
Instruction 

Standards/ 
NCSS Themes 

Essential 
Learnings 

Essential 
Vocabulary 

and Concepts 
Suggested Content Objectives Notes 

Geography 
Skills 

 
 

Alaska Content 
Standards: 
GY.A.1-6; 
GY.C.1-3 

 

National 
Geography 
Standards: 

1 
 

NCSS Themes: 
III, IX 

• Students will use 
maps and other 
geographic 
representations, 
tools and 
technologies to 
acquire, process 
and report 
information from a 
spatial perspective. 

• five themes of 
geography 

• economic 
• social 
• political 
• latitude 
• longitude  
• gross domestic 

product (GDP) 
• region 
• map elements 
• absolute location 
• relative location 

• Define and give examples of each of the themes/elements of geography. 
• Identify basic geographic forms (i.e., rivers, lakes, bays, oceans, mountains, 

plateaus, deserts, plains, etc.). 
• Make and use the components of a world map (e.g., compass rose, map key, scale, 

latitude/longitude, continents, oceans). 
• Identify and interpret the basic elements of maps and mapping (e.g., scale, 

distance, direction, prime meridian, equator). 
• Interpret, analyze and create charts and graphs. 
• Identify and use a variety of maps (i.e., political, resource, product, physical, 

climate, vegetation). 
• Define and use latitude and longitude accurately. 
• Contrast absolute and relative location. 

 

Suggested Activities  
and Resources 

• Various “Create Your Own Country” projects. 
• Create a map including required elements of classroom or bedroom. 
• Kagan Match-Mine or Rally Coach latitude and longitude. 
• Longitude and latitude (absolute location): Using an orange and a Sharpie®, each student draws the world as they currently “see” it.  Next have students peel 

their orange.  The seams of the orange represent lines of longitude (imaginary lines running north to south on the globe that are read east to west) and latitude 
(imaginary lines running east to west on the glove that are read north to south). Students may then eat their orange. 

• River systems: identify and illustrate parts of a stream.  Describe how and why a stream develops.  Design your own stream. 
• Make and use geographic tools (e.g., compass, astro-lab, G.P.S.). 
• Measure and map distances. 
• Participate in the Geography Bee. 
• GeoHive: useful website for researching geographic and country data, demographic information and global trends. (http://www.geogive.com/default1.aspx). 
*Additional resources are included in the Appendix. 
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Units of 
Instruction 

Standards/  
NCSS Themes 

Essential 
Learnings 

Essential 
Vocabulary 

and Concepts 
Suggested Content Objectives Notes 

Northern 
America 

 
 

Alaska Content 
Standards: 

GY.A.1-2, 6; 
GY.B.1-2, 4-6; 

GY.C.2; 
GY.D.1-5; 

GY.E.1, 4-6; 
GY.F.1, 4-5 

 

National 
Geography 
Standards: 
5-6, 12-13, 

17-18 
 

NCSS Themes: 
IV, X 

• Students will define 
the characteristics 
of the region and 
apply geographic 
knowledge to 
interpret its role in 
the past, present 
and plan for the 
future.  

• contiguous 
• indigenous 
• ecosystem 
• trade 
• interdependence 
• globalization 
• representative 

democracy 
• parliamentary 

democracy 
• capitalism 
 

• Locate the United States and Canada on a world map. 
• Identify the location of the 50 United States and 13 Canadian Provinces and 

Territories. 
• Locate various sites within the region using the absolute location (latitude 

and longitude coordinates). 
• Locate and identify the geographic features of North America.  
• Interpret the impact latitude and landforms have on climate. 
• Identify the major natural resources found in North America and their 

economic use and impact on trade. 
• Describe the government systems of the United States and Canada. 
• Evaluate the major environmental problems faced today caused by human 

actions. 
• Explain how geography and the environment have affected society and 

settlement (e.g., Oregon Trail, Fur Trading, Gold Rush, Railroad). 
• Identify cultural sub-groups within the region, and based on the eight traits of 

culture, determine how they are alike and how they differ.  
• Use the five themes of geography to identify and explore current issues 

dealing with conflict and cooperation in the region (e.g., weekly current 
events concerning religious issues/tensions, political issues, globalization, 
economic scarcity, in-tolerance). 

 

Suggested Activities  
and Resources 

• Gooru (www.goorulearning.org): The Ancient Americas. 
• State reports. 
*Additional resources are available in the Appendix. 
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Units of 
Instruction 

Standards/  
NCSS Themes 

Essential 
Learnings 

Essential 
Vocabulary 

and Concepts 
Suggested Content Objectives Notes 

Europe 
 
 
 
 

Alaska Content 
Standards: 

GY.A.1-2, 6; 
GY.B.1-2, 4-6; 

GY.C.2; 
GY.D.1-5; 

GY.E.1, 4-6; 
GY.F.1, 4-6 

 

National 
Geography 
Standards: 
5-6, 12-13, 

17-18 
 

NCSS Themes: 
II, IX 

• Students will apply 
geographic 
knowledge of the 
region to interpret 
its role in the past, 
present and plan for 
the future; 
comparing and 
contrasting the 
countries to define 
the characteristics 
of the region. 

• Students will 
evaluate how 
human activities are 
central to 
geography and 
discuss how 
humans compete 
for control of 
Earth’s available 
resources.  

• feudalism 
• imperialism 
• communism 
• democracy 
• republic 
• holocaust 
• genocide 
• common market 
• European Union 
• revolution 

• Identify countries in Europe, including Russia, on a map. 
• Locate various sites within the region using the absolute location (latitude 

and longitude coordinates). 
• Identify and locate the major geographic features of Europe and Russia. 
• Compare and contrast the types of governments of countries within the 

region. 
• Describe how historical events have influenced modern societies within the 

region. 
• Explain how various countries within the region are addressing 

environmental issues resulting from human actions. 
• Identify cultural sub-groups within the region, and based on the eight traits of 

culture, determine how they are alike and how they differ. 
• Describe the impact of geography on the development of transportation and 

communication systems and the growth of trade within the region. 
• Describe the growth of the European Union and its current status. 
• Locate and identify major natural resources and climate zones found in 

Europe and Russia and describe their impact on the economy of the region. 
• Use the five themes of geography to identify and explore current issues of 

cooperation and conflict within the region (e.g., weekly current events 
concerning religious issues/tensions, political issues, globalization, economic 
scarcity, in-tolerance). 

 

Suggested Activities  
and Resources 

• Read a biography from the Renaissance era. 
• Venn diagram: types of government. 
*Additional resources are available in the Appendix. 
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Units of 
Instruction 

Standards/  
NCSS Themes 

Essential 
Learnings 

Essential 
Vocabulary  

and Concepts 
Suggested Content Objectives Notes 

Asia 
 
 

Alaska Content 
Standards: 

GY.A.1-2, 6; 
GY.B.1-2, 4-6; 

GY.C.2; 
GY.D.1-5; 

GY.E.1, 4-6; 
GY.F.1, 4-6 

 

National 
Geography 
Standards: 
5-6, 12-13, 

17-18 
 

NCSS Themes: 
VI, IX 

• Students will apply 
geographic 
knowledge of the 
region to interpret 
its role in the past, 
present and plan for 
the future; 
comparing and 
contrasting the 
countries to define 
the characteristics 
of the region. 

• Students will 
evaluate how 
human activities are 
central to 
geography and 
discuss how 
humans compete 
for control of 
Earth’s available 
resources. 

• Buddhism 
• Hinduism 
• communist 

revolution 
• imperialism 
• dictatorship 
• empire 
• dynasty 
• colony 
• Silk Road 
• caste system 
• Confucianism 

• Identify countries in Asia on a map. 
• Locate various sites within the region using the absolute location (i.e., 

latitude and longitude coordinates). 
• Identify and locate the major geographic features of Asia. 
• Describe how physical features affect climate, population distribution and 

the economy in this region.  
• Compare and contrast the types of governments of countries within the 

region. 
• Describe how historical events have influenced modern societies within the 

region.  
• Explain how various countries within the region are addressing 

environmental issues resulting from human actions. 
• Identify major cultural and religious groups that have originated in this 

region and their major beliefs.  
• Compare the economies of various countries within the region and describe 

opportunities and challenges for growth. 
• Use the five themes of geography to identify and explore current issues of 

cooperation and conflict within the region (e.g., weekly current events 
concerning religious issues/tensions, political issues, globalization, 
economic scarcity, in-tolerance). 

 

Suggested Activities  
and Resources 

• Gooru (goorulearning.org): Early China, Early India. 
• Silk Road Google Earth tour (www.earth.google.com). 
• Religion flipbook/foldable. 
*Additional resources available in the Appendix. 
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Units of 
Instruction 

Standards/  
NCSS Themes 

Essential 
Learnings 

Essential 
Vocabulary  

and Concepts 
Suggested Content Objectives Notes 

Oceania 
 
 

Alaska Content 
Standards: 

GY.A.1-2, 6; 
GY.B.1-2, 4-6; 

GY.C.2; 
GY.D.1-5; 

GY.E.1, 4-6; 
GY.F.1, 4-6 

 
National 

Geography 
Standards: 

 

5-6, 12-13, 
17-18 

 

NCSS Themes: 
I, III 

• Students will 
apply geographic 
knowledge of the 
region to interpret 
its role in the past, 
present and plan 
for the future; 
comparing and 
contrasting the 
countries to define 
the characteristics 
of the region. 

• Students will 
evaluate how 
human activities 
are central to 
geography and 
discuss how 
humans compete 
for control of 
Earth’s available 
resources. 

• Aboriginal people 
• penal colony 
• navigation 
• exploration 
• imperialism 

• Identify countries in Oceania on a map. 
• Locate various sites within the region using the absolute location (latitude 

and longitude coordinates). 
• Identify and locate the major geographic features of Oceania. 
• Compare the ocean currents, climate and seasons of the Southern 

Hemisphere to the Northern Hemisphere as it relates to this region. 
• Identify cultural sub-groups within the region, and based on the eight traits 

of culture, determine how they are alike and how they differ. 
• Illustrate population patterns within the region by constructing a 

population map. 
• Describe how historical events, specifically imperialism, have influenced 

modern societies within the region. 
• Use the five themes of geography to identify and explore current issues of 

cooperation and conflict within the region (e.g., weekly current events 
concerning religious issues/tensions, political issues/tensions, 
globalization, economic scarcity, in-tolerance).  
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Units of 
Instruction 

Standards/  
NCSS Themes 

Essential 
Learnings 

Essential 
Vocabulary  

and Concepts 
Suggested Content Objectives Notes 

North Africa/ 
Middle East/ 

Southwest 
Asia 

 
 

Alaska Content 
Standards: 

GY.A.1-2, 6; 
GY.B.1-2, 4-6; 

GY.C.2; 
GY.D.1-5; 

GY.E.1, 4-6; 
GY.F.1, 4-6 

 
National 

Geography 
Standards: 
5-6, 12-13, 

17-18 
 

NCSS Themes: 
VII 

• Students will 
apply geographic 
knowledge of the 
region to interpret 
its role in the past, 
present and plan 
for the future; 
comparing and 
contrasting the 
countries to define 
the characteristics 
of the region. 

• Students will 
evaluate how 
human activities 
are central to 
geography and 
discuss how 
humans compete 
for control of 
Earth’s available 
resources. 

• Islam 
• famine 
• drought 
• dictator 
• fossil fuel 
• OPEC 
• secular 
• African Union 
• Judaism 
• Christianity 
• homeland 

• Identify countries in the regions of Northern Africa, Middle East and 
Southwest Asia.  

• Locate various sites within the region using the absolute location 
(latitude and longitude coordinates). 

• Identify and locate the major geographic features of North Africa, the 
Middle East and Southwest Asia.  

• Analyze how population distribution correlates to climate and natural 
resource availability. 

• Describe the major historical events that define the region. 
• Identify major cultural and religious groups that have originated in this 

region and their major beliefs.  
• Evaluate trading partners and policies of Middle East oil and how this 

has impacted the economies of the countries in this region. 
• Identify cultural sub-groups within the region, and based on the eight 

traits of culture, determine how they are alike and how they differ.  
• Describe how religious divisions and historical events have led to major 

conflicts in this region. 
• Use the five themes of geography to identify and explore current issues 

dealing with conflict and cooperation in the region (e.g., weekly current 
events concerning religious issues/tensions, political issues, 
globalization, economic scarcity, in-tolerance). 

 

Suggested Activities  
and Resources 

• Gooru (www.goorulearning.org): Ancient Civilizations. 
• Google Cultural Institute (www.google.com/culturalinstitute). 
• Compare/contrast essay: Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. 
• Venn diagram: Christianity, Judaism and Islam. 
• Share regional foods. 
• Share regional music: (http://worldmusic.nationalgeographic.com). 
• Interview a person who has experienced an event in history. 
*Additional resources are available in the Appendix. 
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Units of 
Instruction 

Standards/  
NCSS Themes 

Essential 
Learnings 

Essential 
Vocabulary  

and Concepts 
Suggested Content Objectives Notes 

Sub-Saharan 
Africa 

 
 

Alaska 
Content 

Standards: 
GY.A.1-2, 6; 

GY.B.1-2, 4-6; 
GY.C.2; 

GY.D.1-5; 
GY.E.1, 4-6; 
GY.F.1, 4-6 

 

National 
Geography 
Standards: 
5-6, 12-13, 

17-18 
 

NCSS 
Themes: 

V 

• Students will 
apply geographic 
knowledge of the 
region to interpret 
its role in the past, 
present and plan 
for the future; 
comparing and 
contrasting the 
countries to define 
the characteristics 
of the region. 

• Students will 
evaluate how 
human activities 
are central to 
geography and 
discuss how 
humans compete 
for control of 
Earth’s available 
resources. 

• African Union 
• apartheid 
• democracy 
• human rights 
• non-governmental 

organizations 
(NGOs) 

• colonization 
• infrastructure 

• Identify countries in Sub-Saharan Africa on a map. 
• Locate various sites within the region using the absolute location (latitude 

and longitude coordinates). 
• Identify and locate the major geographic features of the Sub-Saharan 

Africa. 
• Identify factors that have contributed to the political unrest and growth of 

democracy this region has experienced since the end of the colonial 
period. 

• Describe how imperialism and other historical events have influenced 
modern societies and governments within the region. 

• Identify cultural sub-groups within the region, and based on the eight 
traits of culture, determine how they are alike and how they differ. 

• Identify how international organizations have impacted the development 
and growth of infrastructure. 

• Locate and identify major natural resources and climate zones found in 
Sub-Saharan Africa and describe their impact on the economy of the 
region. 

• Use the five themes of geography to identify and explore current issues 
of cooperation and conflict within the region (e.g., weekly current events 
concerning religious issues/tensions, political issues, globalization, 
economic scarcity, in-tolerance). 

 

Suggested Activities  
and Resources 

• Country reports using the Almanac, CIA World Fact Book, and Culture Grams Data. 
*Additional resources are available in the Appendix. 
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Units of 
Instruction 

Standards/  
NCSS Themes 

Essential 
Learnings 

Essential 
Vocabulary  

and Concepts 
Suggested Content Objectives Notes 

Latin America 
 
 

Alaska 
Content 

Standards: 
GY.A.1-2, 6; 

GY.B.1-2, 4-6; 
GY.C.2; 

GY.D.1-5; 
GY.E.1, 4-6; 
GY.F.1, 4-6 

 

National 
Geography 
Standards: 
5-6, 12-13, 

17-18 
 

NCSS 
Themes: 

I 

• Students will 
apply geographic 
knowledge of the 
region to interpret 
its role in the past, 
present and plan 
for the future; 
comparing and 
contrasting the 
countries to define 
the characteristics 
of the region. 

• Students will 
evaluate how 
human activities 
are central to 
geography and 
discuss how 
humans compete 
for control of 
Earth’s available 
resources. 

• deforestation 
• reforestation 
• encomienda 
• estuary 
• creoles 
• conquistador 
• dictator 
• independence 

movement 
• social hierarchy 

• Identify countries of Central America, the West Indies and South 
America on a map. 

• Locate and identify the major geographic features of region.  
• Locate various sites within the region using the absolute location (latitude 

and longitude coordinates).  
• Evaluate the importance of the Amazon River and Rainforest. 
• Explain the major historical periods and events characterizing ancient to 

modern Latin American history.  
• Analyze the impact colonization/imperialism has had on the people and 

cultures of Latin America. 
• Explain the major threats to the natural environment being faced in Latin 

America due to human demands on the land. 
• Compare and contrast stable and unstable government systems within the 

region.  
• Evaluate the importance of trade to the growing economies of many 

Latin American countries. 
• Identify cultural sub-groups within the region, and based on the eight 

traits of culture, determine how they are alike and how they differ.  
• Use the five themes of geography to identify and explore current issues 

dealing with conflict and cooperation in the region (e.g., weekly current 
events concerning religious issues/tensions, political issues, 
globalization, economic scarcity, in-tolerance). 

 
 

Suggested Activities  
and Resources • Gooru (www.goorulearning.org): Latin America. 
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GRADE 8 SOCIAL STUDIES  
Grades: 8 Overview: Early U.S. History - This year-long course will focus on foundations of United States history from pre-colonization to settlement, into 

the revolution and creation of our nation, westward expansion/reform and ultimately leading through the Civil War. Students will begin critically 
thinking as historians by developing research skills and evaluating primary and secondary sources. This course will explore the integration of 
historical periods and lay a foundation to build on into their high school years.  Additionally, students will apply the Alaska Standards for Literacy 
in History/Social Studies through the completion of a research project using both primary and secondary sources. 

Length: Two Semesters 

Prerequisites: None 

Suggested 
Units 

Standards/  
NCSS Themes 

Essential 
Learnings 

Essential 
Vocabulary  

and Concepts 
Suggested Content Objectives to Support Essential Learnings 

Reading 
 

Throughout the 
entire course. 

Alaska Reading 
Standards for 

Literacy in History 
and Social Studies 

 

 

• Students will read for 
understanding and to 
construct historical 
meaning. 

• primary source 
• secondary source 
• compare/contrast 
• cause/effect 
• central idea 
• bias/point of view 

• Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
• Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 

accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 
• Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how 

a bill becomes a law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 
• Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 

specific to domains related to history/social studies. 
• Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, 

inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 
• Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic. 

Writing 
 

Throughout the 
entire course. 

Alaska Writing 
Standards for 

Literacy in History 
and Social Studies 

 

 

• Students will produce 
clear and coherent 
writing, to include a 
strong thesis 
statement and 
supporting historical 
evidence. 
 

• thesis/claim 
• formal voice 
• supporting fact 
 

• Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 
• Write a thesis statement: introduce precise claim/thesis, and create an organization that 

establishes a clear relationship between the claim and support/reasoning. 
• Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations or other 

information and examples. 
• Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationship among 

ideas and concepts. 
• Use precise vocabulary and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
• Establish and maintain a formal style. 
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 

presented. 
• With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting or trying a new approach, focusing on how well 
purpose and audience have been addressed. 

Research  
 

Throughout the 
entire course. 

Alaska Writing 
Standards for 

Literacy in History 
and Social Studies 

 

 

• Students will conduct 
research to answer a 
question or solve a 
problem.  

• plagiarism 
• citation 
• reliable source 
 

• Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), 
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for 
multiple avenues of exploration. 

• Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively. 

• Assess the credibility and accuracy of each source. 
• Quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following 

a standard format for citation. 
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Units of 
Instruction 

Standards/  
NCSS Themes 

Essential 
Learnings 

Essential 
Vocabulary  

and Concepts 
Suggested Content Objectives Notes 

Three Worlds Meet 
Beginning to 1620 

 
 

Alaska Content 
Standards: 

GY.B.3 
GY.D.1-2 

GY.F.1 
G/C.A.4 
H.A.1, 7 
H.B.1a 

 

NCSS Themes: 
I 

• Students will 
compare and 
contrast the cultures 
of Europeans and 
Native Americans. 

• Students will 
examine and argue 
the impact of point 
of view and 
perspective amongst 
Europeans, Africans 
and Native 
Americans. 

• indigenous 
• Columbian Exchange 
• culture 

• Use graphs and other visual representations to show 
the depopulation of native populations and areas of 
slave populations. 

• Analyze the use of technology as a means to 
subjugation. 

• Cause and effect of early European exploration and 
colonization, cultural and ecological interactions 
among previously unconnected peoples. 

 

Suggested Activities  
and Resources 

• Native American reaction stories and contact narratives. 
• U.S. geography mapping activities and pretest. 
• Columbian Exchange simulations for crops and disease. 
• Excerpts of journals of Columbus and other early settlers describing native peoples. 
• Debate/discussion of whether the treatment of native populations was justified/necessary in order to further European interests. 
*Additional resources are available in the Appendix. 

Colonization 
and 

Settlement 
 

1585 to 1763 
 
 

Alaska Content 
Standards:  

GY.B.3 
GY.D.1-2 

GY.F.1 
G/C.A.4 
G/C.B.5 
G/C.F.2 
H.A.1, 7 

H.B.1 
 

NCSS Themes: 
IX 

• Students will identify 
the cause and effect 
relationship of early 
settlement patterns 
and their influence on 
regional development. 

• Students will 
categorize colonial 
institutions into 
economic, social and 
political categories 
that emerged from 
European traditions. 

• tolerance 
• non-conformist 
• colony 
• plantation 
• agrarian 
• adaptation 
• mercantilism 
• triangular 
• trade 

• Compare and contrast the New England, Middle and 
Southern Colonies. 

• Analyze primary sources to better understand early 
colonial life. 

• Create a map of colonization and identify changes over 
time. 

• Explain why the Americas attracted Europeans and how 
Europeans struggled for control of North America and 
the Caribbean. 

• Identify how the values and institutions of European 
economic life took root in the colonies and how slavery 
reshaped European and African life in the Americas. 

 

Suggested Activities 
and Resources 

• Read the Mayflower Compact (1620) and A Model of Christian Charity by John Winthrop (1630). 
• Debate over the treatment of non-Europeans. 
• Individual colony brochure/broadside – create an advertisement for state. 
• Mapping activities of the original colonies. 
• Conceptual timeline: The Coming of the Revolution. 
• Unsolved Mysteries – What happened to the Roanoke Colony? 
• Daily life in the colonies – toys/games: marbles, jacks, cornhusk dolls, etc. 
*Additional resources are available in the Appendix. 
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Units of 
Instruction 

Standards/  
NCSS Themes 

Essential 
Learnings 

Essential 
Vocabulary  

and Concepts 
Suggested Content Objectives Notes 

The American 
Revolution 

 

1754 to 1783 
 
 

Alaska Content 
Standards: 
G/C.B.1-4 
H.A.1, 7 
H.B.1d 

 

NCSS Themes: 
IV 

• Students will analyze 
the tensions leading to 
and the impact of the 
American Revolution 
on politics, economy 
and society. 

• Students will evaluate 
the strengths and 
weaknesses of the 
Patriots and British and 
evaluate the factors that 
led to victory. 

• revolution 
• colony  
• boycott 
• loyalist 
• embargo 
• patriot 

• Describe the tensions between the French, British and 
Native Americans and the resulting 7-Year War. 

• Explain American responses to the new British Imperial 
System. 

• Analyze primary sources: Declaration of Independence. 
• Argue the point of view and perspective of the Patriots 

and Loyalists. 

 

Suggested Activities 
and Resources 

• Create a colonial newspaper. 
• Mapping of the original 13 colonies. 
• Analysis of primary sources such as the Declaration of Independence. 
• Loyalist and Patriots debate. 
• Propaganda posters to refute various British policies. 
• Historical reenactment of American Revolution and/or colonial life. 
• Structured academic debate/Socratic Dialogue:  How revolutionary was the American Revolution? 
• What if…. Discussion: How could the war have been avoided? – What if the Patriots had lost the war? 
• America: The Story of Us – The History Channel documentary film series. 
*Additional resources are available in the Appendix. 

The New Nation 
 

1781 to 1820 
 
 

Alaska Content 
Standards: 
G/C.B.1-4 
H.A.1, 7 
H.B.1d 

 

NCSS Themes: 
VI 

• Students will evaluate 
the institutions and 
practices of early 
American government 
and how they were 
revised to create the 
foundation of the 
American political 
system based on the 
Constitution and Bill of 
Rights. 

 

• Articles of 
Confederation 

• ratify 
• Constitution 
• amendment 
• republic 
• convention 
• democracy 
• Bill of Rights 

• Describe the national government under the Articles of 
Confederation. 

• Summarize the Constitutional Convention and the debate 
over ratification. 

• Explain how Washington and Adams supported stable 
government and political divisions. 

• Analyze the rise of political parties. 
• Analyze primary sources: Articles of Confederation, 

Constitution and the Bill of Rights. 
• Identify evidence used to support the competing views of 

the Anti-Federalists and Federalists. 
• Cause and effect: American Revolution and War of 1812. 
• Distinguish Federalists and Anti-Federalists: two-party 

system  

 

Suggested Activities 
and Resources 

• Analysis of primary sources such as the Articles of Confederation, Constitution and the Star Spangled Banner. 
• Reader’s Theater or other role-playing activities of the Constitutional Convention. 
• Venn diagram/Thinking Maps® of the political parties, American Revolution and the War of 1812. 
• Learn the origin of songs:  Yankee Doodle Dandy and the Star Spangled Banner. 
• War of 1812. 
• A More Perfect Union, film (1989). 
• America: The Story of Us – The History Channel documentary film series. 
*Additional resources are available in the Appendix. 
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Units of 
Instruction 

Standards/  
NCSS Themes 

Essential 
Learnings 

Essential 
Vocabulary and 

Concepts 
Suggested Content Objectives Notes 

Westward 
Expansion 

and Reform 
 

1801 to 1861 
 
 

Alaska Content 
Standards: 

GY.F.1 
G/C.B.4, 6, 9 

G/C.D.1-2 
 

NCSS Themes: 
III 

• Students will analyze 
the economic, political 
and social effects of 
industrialization, 
westward expansion, 
slavery and 
immigration. 

• Students will evaluate 
the point of view and 
statements of bias 
attributed to various 
minority groups: 
immigrants, Native 
Americans, women and 
the issue of slavery. 

• Monroe Doctrine 
• industrialization 
• nationalism 
• expansion 
• reservation 
• plantation 
• urbanization 
• reform 
• Great Awakening 
• abolitionist 
• antebellum 
• assimilation 
• temperance 
• Manifest Destiny 
• sectionalism 

• Use visual data and technology to demonstrate the 
effects of immigration, industrialization, slavery and 
westward expansion. 

• Relate economic nationalism at home and the 
Monroe Doctrine abroad. 

• Identify revolutions in energy, manufacturing and 
transportation. 

• Outline the emergence of an American culture and 
literature. 

• Cause and effect: westward expansion and the 
removal or assimilation of Native Americans. 

• Explain the United States territorial expansion 
between 1801 and 1861 and analyze how it effected 
relations with external powers and Native 
Americans.  

 

Suggested Activities 
and Resources 

• Simulation of Westward Expansion – Santa Fe/Oregon Trail: Life in a wagon party. 
• Using Google Earth to show historical changes of major cities (www.earth.google.com). 
• Charting Lewis and Clark’s expedition using journals, websites and other resources. 
• Political cartoons – Monroe Doctrine. 
• Mapping activities that demonstrate territorial expansion, areas of exploration, Trail of Tears, areas of industrialization, etc. 
• Use of primary sources relative to the Indian Removal Act, railroad construction, urbanization and Westward Expansion. 
• Narratives of Frederick Douglass and other former slaves. 
• Cherokee Indian removal census activity. 
• America: The Story of Us – The History Channel documentary film series. 
*Additional resources are available in the Appendix. 
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Units of 
Instruction 

Standards/  
NCSS Themes 

Essential 
Learnings 

Essential 
Vocabulary and 

Concepts 
Suggested Content Objectives Notes 

Civil War 
 

1850 to 1865 
 
 

Alaska Content 
Standards: 

G/C.B.4 
H.A.1, 7 
H.B.1d 

 

NCSS Themes: 
X 

• Students will identify 
the causes and describe 
the course and 
character of the Civil 
War and explain its 
effects. 

• Students will evaluate 
the point of view and 
statements of bias 
attributed to various 
minority groups: 
immigrants, Native 
Americans, women and 
the issue of slavery. 

• succession 
• abolitionist 
• confederacy 
• sharecropping 
• Jim Crow laws 
• lynching 
• Missouri Compromise 
• sectionalism 
• nationalism 
 

• Explain the Missouri Compromise and the Fugitive 
Slave Act. 

• Describe the election of Abraham Lincoln. 
• Define and explain succession and the Federal 

response. 
• Analyze the events of the Union tested; a divided 

North goes to war. 
• Map the rising opposition to slavery. 
• Analyze primary sources: Lincoln-Douglas 

speeches, Emancipation Proclamation and 
Gettysburg Address. 

• Recognize the point of view and perspective of 
those supporting the Union and the Confederacy. 

• Describe the assassination of Abraham Lincoln. 

 

Suggested Activities 
and Resources 

• Primary sources: the Gettysburg Address and Emancipation Proclamation. 
• Simulation of the Underground Railroad. 
• Mapping activities: northern vs. southern states, Underground Railroad, battles, etc. 
• Timeline of events. 
• Cook soldier food. 
• Use of battle photos by Matthew Brady and others. 
• Divide the class along the Mason Dixon Line and evaluate songs from each side. 
• America: The Story of Us – The History Channel documentary film series. 
*Additional resources available in the Appendix. 

Final Unit: 
Research 

 
 

Alaska Content 
Standards: 

 
 

NCSS Themes: 
I-X 

• Students will write a 
research paper, 
produce a product for 
History Day or create 
another research-
based product that 
demonstrates mastery 
of the research skills 
set forth by NCSS. 

 • Students must use a minimum of three different 
sources, one of which must be a primary source. 

• Students must create a works-cited page using 
either MLA or APA format. 

• Students should understand some of the important 
issues and events of America since the Civil War. 

 

 


